Psychosocial values as metasystem: social representations of Romanì woman among Brasilians

Starting from the three-phases paradigm of social representations, this study aims to explore how the social representations of the Romanì women are anchored to psychosocial values. 318 non-Romani Brazilians in higher education, aged 17-54 (M = 22.4; DS = 7.17), answered to a written questionnaire. The questionnaire included socio-demographic questions, a free-association task to the prompt-word "mulher cigana" and a questionnaire on psychosocial values. Correspondence analysis (τ = 14.03, F1 = 4.02, F2 = 3.62) and cluster analysis were performed using SPAD-T software. Results showed an association between religious values (Cluster 2) and the mystic image of the Romanì woman as a sorcerer (V-test = 2.6), and between the post-materialistic values (Cluster 1: social post-materialistic values, V-test = -2.6, and Cluster 3: individual and professional post-materialistic values, V-test = -3.2) and the idea of Romanì woman dancing with joy; finally, the materialistic and hedonistic values (Cluster 4) were related to the representation of the seductive and deceiving Romanì woman (V-test = -4.4 ). Psychosocial anchoring is discussed using values as a resource for the analysis of the system-metasystem integrated process in the study of the social representations.
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