	Component
	Reviewer’s Comments

	1. Originality
	This manuscript contributes very well to the scientific literature on maternal care since it addresses an underexplored and timely topic: motherhood in incarceration and its impact on disruptive behavior. In specific, it constitutes a significant contribution to Interamerican psychology given the increasing attention to gendered experiences of imprisonment. 
The rationale for resubmission is strong, as the manuscript now better highlights its novelty and contextualizes its contribution in both theoretical and practical terms.

	2. Research (empirical component)
	The Introduction clearly presents the differences in prevalence between incarcerated women and men; however, is recommend presenting the quantitative data (percentages) to better understand the significant differences between the two.
The methodology is appropriate for an exploratory study, employing a mixed-methods design that fits the research questions. The use of semi-structured interviews and validated instruments (QVS, EBAC) strengthens the empirical rigor. However, several aspects merit clarification:
 - The sampling process (convenience sample of 27 inmates) is acknowledged as a limitation; nevertheless, further justification is needed regarding the representativeness and implications for generalizability.
 - While results are consistent with previous literature, the manuscript should more explicitly connect findings to existing theoretical frameworks on gendered incarceration.

	3. Theory
	The manuscript does engage with theoretical perspectives on female imprisonment and motherhood, but these links could be deepened. Currently, the theoretical discussion is mostly descriptive. It would strengthen the manuscript to frame findings explicitly within criminological and psychological theories of maternal identity. 

	4. Practice
	The manuscript offers important implications for practice, particularly regarding the structuring of prison services for incarcerated mothers. The qualitative findings provide useful, context-specific insights that could inform interventions, policies, and supervision in correctional and clinical psychology settings. In which case the section on implications could be expanded; a recommendation will be; for practitioners and policymakers, especially around:
 - mental health interventions,
 - parenting support programs,
 - child–mother bonding policies in correctional contexts.

	5. Literature Review
	Ensure consistent APA 7th edition formatting across all citations and references.

	6. Writing
	As my first language is not Portuguese, I do not feel able to provide a comment on this matter.

	7. Additional Literature (Interamerican authors)
	The manuscript would be strengthened by referencing more works from Interamerican contexts (Latin America, the Caribbean, North America) where incarceration and motherhood are also pressing issues. 
Possible areas include:
 - Studies on maternal incarceration in Latin America.
 - Work on the intersection of gender and imprisonment in Interamerican psychology.
 This would enhance the manuscript’s contribution to the journal’s regional readership and make the findings more relatable to the target audience.




