Cover Letter
Gabriela Trombeta Santos
Postgraduate Program in Psychology
Federal University of São Carlos – SP, Brazil
gabriela_trombeta@hotmail.com
October 21, 2020
Dear Editor
I want to submit an original research article entitled "Depression and Social skills in Adolescence: A Photo-Elicitation Study” for consideration by the Interamerican Journal of Psychology, I confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this paper, I report on empirical multi-method research using a photo-elicitation to investigate how social skills repertoire interferes in adolescents' lives and its relationships with adolescents' depression symptoms. This is significant because despite there is a lot of quantitative studies addressing the association between depression symptoms and social skills in adolescence, there has been less work undertaken about adolescents’ experiences and real-life examples of how these variables’ relationships really look like in their lives. Looking qualitatively into this subject it is important to generate deeper insights about how adolescents’ social skills may work as a protective factor to depression, which can be particularly useful to mental health practitioners and scholars working with this population. 

In this sense, I believe that sharing this research in this specific journal is appropriate to inform adolescents’ clinicians, health researchers and families about specific aspects of adolescents’ lives in which social skills may be particularly relevant in preventing adolescents’ depression. Findings from this study can be used (1) to orient the development of adolescents’ and parents’ social skills training focused on decreasing adolescents’ depression symptoms and (2) to encourage health researchers to further investigate the generalization of its findings through quantitative or mixed-method designs. 

I have no conflicts of interest to disclose. 

Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to me at gabriela_trombeta@hotmail.com
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 
Sincerely,
Gabriela Trombeta Santos
