Title: A systematic review of Psychology studies about childhood and urban spaces
Abstract
This paper aimed to understand how Psychology addresses the relationship between protection, participation, and appropriation of urban spaces by children. The systematic review of the Psychology literature was carried out in six databases and selected forty articles published between 1981-2017. The results pointed out that research in Psychology in this theme can be characterized in two distinct aspects: one focused on childhood predominantly as demanding care and protection, which leads to a discussion about the implications of urban spaces in child development; and another one focused on child as subject, excluded from negotiations on urban planning and whose participation should be promoted. The conclusions show the pertinence of analysis of the complexity in the interaction between the different aspects involved, multi-method designs, and interdisciplinarity. 
Resumo
Este artigo buscou compreender como a Psicologia tem se reportado à relação entre proteção, participação e apropriação dos espaços urbanos pelas crianças. Foi realizada uma revisão sistemática da literatura em Psicologia sobre a relação criança-cidade em seis bases de dados e foram selecionados 40 artigos científicos publicados entre 1981 e 2017. Duas vertentes da Psicologia predominam nos estudos sobre a relação criança-cidade em relação ao foco: uma voltada para o debate sobre cuidado/proteção da infância; outra para a compreensão da criança como categoria social, sujeito cidadão, excluída das negociações urbanas. Conclui-se pela necessidade de aprofundamento das investigações sobre a infância urbana em perspectivas mais complexas e interdisciplinares, de modo a avançar as discussões sobre articulação entre participação e proteção das crianças nos espaços urbanos.

1 Introduction
Although the city description generally presents it as the meeting place, where all kinds of people and classes are mixed (Harvey, 2014), urban spaces are appropriated in different ways, depending on aspects related to class, gender, ethnic-racial, cultural, and age. Regarding age belonging, the process of urbanization of contemporary Western societies has walked at the same pace to the restriction of childhood experienced spaces, regulated by adult ways of control and protection, and consequently to the detriment of possibilities for the child's participation in the city. 

While institutionalized spaces are defined for children, the dynamics of public space are produced, regulated by specific configurations and usually contrary to childhood. The presence of children in public spaces has been understood as synonymous of lack of protection, risk, and inadequacy (Lansdown, 2001; Cardoso, 2012). There is a hegemonic ideology that considers more effective to promote the protected sociability of children in institutions and admits as a condition of vulnerability production the presence of children in public urban spaces (Bertuol, 2008). 

These spaces design do not consider to be friendly welcome and protective to infants. As a result, children attending the streets and other spaces in the city are understood to be at risk. Thus, they are kept or sent to closed spaces to protect them (the home, schools, host institutions, other specific services for childhood) (Renaut, 2002). This supposed protection excludes children from public spaces and restricts the affordances of social participation (Moraes, 2016; Müller & Nunes, 2014). Such exclusion precludes the empowerment of children in their abilities to protect themselves and to be protected throughout society (Sawaia, 1995; Cardoso, 2012) since this role is restricted to their caregivers in the family or institutional environment.

This systematic review intended to raise the Brazilian and international production in Psychology about the interaction between childhood and urban spaces. It aimed to understand how Psychology studies address the relationship between protection, participation, and appropriation of urban spaces by children.
2 Method
According to the guidelines of the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) (Moher, Liberati, Tetzlaff & Altman, 2009), the systematic review involved the following steps: (1) choice of keywords; (2) base survey; (3) first selection of articles by reading titles; (4) inclusion of papers by reading abstracts; (5) inclusion by integral reading; (6) integral reading of selected articles; (7) elaboration of categories of analysis; (8) analysis by category.

Systematic searches of the literature in Portuguese, English, Spanish or French were performed between 05/12/2017 and 09/01/2018, without the restriction of publication year, to identify Psychology studies on the relationship between childhood and urban spaces.

The selected keywords were: (child* OR infant*) AND (urban* OR city OR "public space") AND (psychology). Most of the databases consulted (Web of Science, PsycINFO, and BVSALUD) enabled the search by prefix (e.g. "child*", which embraced the search for all words that begin with the prefix "child"), to encompass the largest number of articles related to the objective. The choice of the mentioned keywords was guided by studies that brought the themes city/urban/public space, child/childhood, and Psychology.
The studies surveyed covered childhood in a variety of ways, and it was not restricted to empirical studies developed with participants from 0 to 12 years old. The purpose of the review was not to analyze the studies conducted directly with children, but rather the scientific production on the child-city relationship in general. Studies that presented different groups surveyed (age groups that included children but could vary until early in the youth) were considered. Some did not present details of the age of the participants, some were literature reviews, and others were performed with adults, but the focus of the study was the relationship between the child and the city.

The databases consulted were: (1) Web of Science; (2) BVSALUD; (3) Virtual Health Library Psychology BVS-PSI - ULAPSI Brazil (Union of Latin American Entities of Psychology); (4) PsycInfo; (5) Scopus. In the PsycINFO, BVSALUD and Scopus databases, the results your too numerous, so were used specific filters at each base, as shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Search methods performed in each database.
	Database
	Crossing
	Specific search criteria at each base

	BVSALUD
	(child* OR infant) AND (urban OR city OR “public space”) AND psychology
	Filter selection: "children" and "Psychology"

	PsycInfo
	(child* OR infant) AND (urban OR city OR “public space”) AND psychology
	Search in “Abstract”

	BVSPsi
	(criança OR infância) AND (urbano OR cidade) AND psicologia;

(criança OR infância) AND espaço AND público AND psicologia
	None

	Scopus
	(ABS (child OR infant) AND ABS (urban OR city OR "public space") AND ABS (psychology)) 
	Search in “Abstract”
Filter selection: “Article” and “Psychology”

	Web of Science
	(child* OR infant*) AND (urban* OR city OR "public space") AND (psychology) 
	None


The selection of the articles was based on the main criterion of having a direct relationship between children and the city and referring to themes/concepts of Psychology, identified from the institutional filiation of the authors and/or from the analysis of the theoretical reference. Thus, papers from other areas that used some knowledge of psychological science or quoted it for some reason were included because the expression Psychology appeared in some part of the abstract or in the complete text. The other eligibility criteria were: (a) scientific articles; (b) availability of full text online; (c) languages: Portuguese, English, Spanish or French. These criteria were justified by the attempt of greater scope in the search for studies that presented the child-city relationship in Psychology.
The main criterion for inclusion was of articles on the direct relationship between the child (childhood) and the city (urban, public spaces). The exclusion criteria were: studies that deal with the urban/city as a characteristic of the participants, regarding health issues (health of the urban population, such as asthma, HIV, alcoholism and drug abuse) or school learning; social issues such as violence, drugs, and poverty related to urban public health appeared as a background.

A total of 40 articles were selected through screening steps, as shown in the flowchart in figure 1.
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After the selection, the articles were read and inserted in a characterization table with the following fields: database, authors, title, year, country of the main author, laboratory/group/institution of the main author, objective of the article, method, theoretical reference presented, the main area identified by institution or theoretical reference, main results, category, and review.
The results were organized and analyzed according to a general characterization of production and by the creation of four categories, considering the focus of the paper on one of the themes (protection, participation or appropriation) or whether there was an intersection between them. The categories created were: (1) protection - studies that focus on the theme of protection in the childhood-urban relationship; (2) participation - papers that mention the theme of children's participation in the city; (3) appropriation of the city - studies that address the children's perception of their spaces, the ways in which they occupy urban spaces, how they express preferences or create opinions about their cities; (4) protection, participation and appropriation of the city - papers that debate the intersection and interaction between protection, participation and appropriation of the city. 

3 Results
3.1 General characterization
The first publication selected dated from 1981 and the latest one was published in 2017, as shown in figure 2.
Figure 2. Distribution of selected articles regarding the year of publication.
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The distribution of selected articles per year of publication shows growing research activities in the area in the last two decades. It is not discarded the existence of articles published in previous years that were not found because they did not compose the bases consulted or because they are not available online. In any case, these are reference numbers for future research with a greater scope of consulted databases and follow-up of production on the theme. It is possible that researches about the child's experience in the cities were stimulated by the intense urbanization that has taken place since the second half of the 20th century.
About the country of the main author, the United States (US) was responsible for more publication than any other countries (20 of the 40 papers), followed by Brazil (six of the papers), England (five papers), Canada (two of the papers) and Germany, China, Finland, France, the Netherlands, Italy, and Tanzania (one paper each).
Regarding the age of the participants, among the empirical studies (34), eleven of them were performed exclusively or also with the participation of adults (caregivers/parents/guardians or adults about their childhood) and, among those performed with children, the age group of the selected papers included the range of 0 to 19 years old.

From the 40 papers selected, 30 had Psychology as their main area, three were from Architecture, two from Geography, two from Psychiatry, one from Epidemiology, one from Ethology and one from Sociology. 

About the categories created, the articles were distributed according to the greater focus on child protection in the city (25), child participation in the city (2), appropriation of urban spaces by children (10) and articulation among protection, participation and the appropriation of the city (3). Further details of the results in each category (i.e., “protection,” “participation,” “appropriation of the city” and “protection, participation, and appropriation of the city”) are presented below.

3.2 Protection
The category of protection included 25 articles, published between 1981 and 2017, with the highest incidence in the last years (2010 onwards), of which 19 were from Psychology perspectives. The others were related to the following areas of knowledge: Psychiatry (two papers), Sociology, Architecture, Epidemiology, and Ethology (one paper each). 
The United States led the papers of this category with a total of 18 investigations with the first author, representing 69% of articles. The others came from Canada (two articles), England (two articles), Brazil, France and Tanzania (an article each). 
Eleven of the studies did not present theoretical reference and seven of those that presented used the ecological model of Bronfenbrenner. The highlight of this category was the fact that ten of the 25 studies (40% of the total) had as participants also adult caregivers, in addition to the children, and with an emphasis on the caregiving dyad.

Most of the articles emphasized the negative aspects of the neighborhood or city, especially poverty and violence, but also the presence of illicit psychoactive substances, the degradation of the spaces and the low level of education of the residents, articulating them in the development of behaviors related to impulsiveness, hostility, violence and delinquency (Rutter, 1981; Shumow, Vandell & Posner, 1998; Kliewer et al., 2004; Kelly, Schwartz, Gorman, & Nakamoto, 2008; Meier, Slutske, Arndt, & Cadoret., 2008; Shin, Morgan, Buhin, Truitt, & Vera, 2010; Formoso, Weber & Atkins, 2010; Byrnes, Miller, Chen, & Grube, 2011; Whitaker, Graham, Severtson, Furr-Holden, & Latimer, 2012; Chen & Jacobson, 2013; Fagan, Wright, & Pinchevsky, 2014; Ahlin & Antunes, 2015; Jocson & McLoyd, 2015; Romero, Richards, Harrison, Garbarino, & Mozley, 2015; Goldner et al., 2016). 
The authors, in general, pointed out the need to understand these relationships to plan and carry out preventive projects in disadvantaged neighborhoods, especially in the economic aspects (e.g., high poverty rates) and social aspects (e.g., high crime rates). Rutter (1981) has extensively discussed the importance of school for the development of children and youth living in these neighborhoods.

Some of the studies in this category (9) analyzed the implications of the way in which children use the spaces of the city to their sociability, their experiences of autonomy and independent mobility, the care and protection they receive in these contexts and the affordances of (re)construction of identity and promoting their physical and psychological well-being. Evers, Boles, Johnson-Shelton, Schlossberg, and Richey (2014) focused on the safety of children in walking from home to school and physical aspects of the environment (e.g., sidewalk width). The study revealed that the perception of risk by adults implies limiting children's use of public spaces. The conception of childhood that guides these perceptions was probably based exclusively on vulnerability. The authors discussed the problem in health risks due to the limitation of children's mobility, physical inactivity and related to the increase in obesity. 

Silk, Sessa, Morris, Steinberg, and Avenevoli (2004) and Roy, McCoy, and Raver (2014) addressed the potentials of the urban contexts for child development. Silk et al. (2004) suggested that the importance of the neighborhood seems to be in its interaction with other forces in the child's life, acting as a protective factor. They indicated that studies with longitudinal designs and considering other risk factors may contribute to a better understanding of this relationship. 

Jutras and Lepage (2006) analyzed parents' perceptions about the influence of urban environments (school and neighborhood) on the development of children's psychological health, emphasizing the importance of the neighborhood security for healthy child development. The research focused on the role of parents as the main agents of socialization of the children, reinforcing the relationship between the protection and the need for child care. However, their discussion seems to neglect the affordances of the children for autonomous participation in society. 

Jutras (2003), Jarrett, Bahar and Taylor (2011), and Nettle (2012) also identified a strong limitation of children for the use of public spaces associated with parents' or caregivers' concerns about safety in these environments. Urban spaces have been characterized by negative aspects associated with the lack of natural elements, intense traffic, hostility among residents, limited institutional resources, violence, and social and environmental dangers. 

Jutras (2003) analyzed the increase of children staying indoors in the last few years up to the date of the publication of the study, mainly motivated by videogames, computers and the poor quality of urban environments, which do not provide conditions for them to play in the streets.
Jutras (2003), Jarrett et al. (2011) and Nettle (2012) focused on adults' opinions and their strategies to cope with the adversities of urban spaces so that children can appropriate them, justifying the intense participation of the adult in decisions about the occupation of the city by children. The focus of the studies on adult opinions seemed to reflect a conception of childhood and adolescence in the needs of care, and little explored the perspective of the potentials of children and adolescents to have opinions and to act like transformer agents of reality in a positive way.

On the other hand, a study by Karray, Derivois, Brolles e Buzaglo (2017) discussed the therapeutic affordances of the child's own relationship with the spaces of the city, in a perspective of greater autonomy. In the same direction, Silk et al. (2004) and Shin et al. (2010) emphasized the need to include in further research the perspectives and expressions of children and adolescents about their families, neighborhoods, and cities. As the authors said, this can provide a more accurate assessment of the specific factors of these environments that influence the children and adolescent’s development and well-being.

Jutras (2003) emphasized the need to carry out researches with different approaches and the use of varied methods as an affordance for children to participate in studies and urban planning, aiming at improvements in the city for appropriation and well-being of children.

Some studies (4) focused on social relations, in terms of the quality of adult care with the child, social cohesion and collective efficacy, in the understanding of child protection in cities, that is, the child's interaction with the city mediated by social relations, with adults in their supervision and care. In these studies, the characteristics of the neighborhood or block were less prominent than the caregiver-child relationship. For example, Fagan et al. (2014) pointed to collective efficacy as a relevant protective factor in dealing with neighborhood adversity. Kliewer et al. (2004) found that the quality of the caregiver-child relationship perceived by the caregiver is the most significant protective factor. Little was attributed to the characteristics of the neighborhood and the block spaces. 
On the other hand, McAlpine, Henley, Mueller, and Vetter (2010), when investigating reports of abuse and support perceived by street children, discussed it as motivators for street life and the vulnerable situations in their homes, which contribute to the comprehension of the street as a refuge and as a local that make feel certain freedom, as well as a space of risk. 
Sarriera and Bedin (2015) based their research on the development of a socio-communitarian well-being model, which incorporates material conditions of life, community sense and environmental satisfaction. These authors highlighted the increase in the sense of well-being as a protective factor for children, helping them deal with possible adversities in the contexts they attend. The investigation identified that relations with friends in the neighborhood are the main predictors of subjective well-being, followed by family relationships. It also pointed the importance of the surroundings of the children's home, places of play and the presence of other children in the neighborhood as aids to well-being in relation to safe, quiet, calm and clean places, positively felt by children as promoters of opportunities to play on the streets. 

In general, studies in the protection category focused on the relationship of children to adults and the negative aspects of urban environments. The categorization of these studies as related to protection in this systematic review may reverberate the predominance of the conception of the term protection as associated with the relationship of child care and the predominantly conception of childhood as vulnerable.

3.3 Participation
Only two of the 40 selected articles were in the category of participation. The first selected paper was published in 1999 and the other in 2017. The main areas of study were Architecture (1) and Geography (1). One of the studies is a literature review and the other refers to the construction of a theoretical model. 

Matthews and Limb (1999) developed a literature review of children's experiences and perception of the world around them. The review was based on Geography of Childhood and sought to move away from its roots in Environmental Psychology, to reach critical dialogues at the interface between Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Studies (Matthews & Limb, 1999). The authors problematized the fact that children cannot influence decisions about the city, and practice and involvement are necessary for the development of the democratic responsibility of the children in relation to their cities. The central point of the discussion proposed by Matthews and Limb (1999) was the debate on the need to consider the results of research on the lives and well-being of children with a view to encouraging empowerment, participation, and self-determination consistent with levels of competence of the child. To change the culture of non-participation, the authors pointed out that much work would be required, focusing on promoting the conditions for children to take part in making decisions about the city.

Knöll and Roe (2017) aimed to establish an urban health model and conceptual framework to research environments that support the health and well-being of children and adolescents between 10 and 19 years old. Based on a review of the scientific literature in ​​Urban Planning and Environmental Psychology, the authors emphasized the need for urban design processes more focused on the responsiveness of children and adolescents and for more research on age-specific urban affordances. They concluded that a healthier city should have a variety of urban affordances accessible to young people, to promote meetings, interactions, mobility, and leisure, as well as meaningful forums and projects that allow children and adolescents to express themselves and to be listened. The authors' argument is that the built environment of our cities offers an exceptional opportunity to invest in the health and well-being of children and adolescents, but this potential has been underutilized. 

In general, these studies pointed to the need to deepen the research, regarding the modes of participation of children and adolescents both in the research itself and in the planning and organization of cities. These investigations shared a conception of childhood and youth based on social construction, considering children and young people as subjects of rights and with the ability to participate actively in decisions about cities.

These studies seemed to show that the greater the action of children in the process of (re)construction of their cities (from the block area to the neighborhood and other urban spaces), the better their appropriation of these spaces and, consequently, greater their engagement in the issues of the urban collectiveness and the affordances to overcoming the processes of social and spatial exclusion and marginalization.
3.4 Appropriation of the city
There were 10 papers in the category of appropriation of the city, published between 1983 and 2017. Brazil appeared as the country of origin of the first author in three articles, followed by the US with two articles, and the other countries appeared with one article each: China, Finland, Netherlands, England, Italy. Eight of the studies were classified with Psychology as the main area, one of them as Geography and one of Architecture.

Some of these studies (4) addressed the child-city relationship, considering that urban characteristics imply consequences for children's development (Evans, 2006; Strife & Downey, 2009; Aarts, de Vries, van Oers, & Schuit, 2012; Luz & Kuhnen, 2013). Evans (2006) and Strife and Downey (2009) presented literature reviews focusing on the use of urban spaces by children and adolescents. 
Evans (2006) analyzed opinions of children, adolescents and adults about urban spaces and their use by children and adolescents, highlighting adversities faced by children living in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods such as residential instability, quality of housing, noise, crowd, toxic exposure, poor quality of municipal services, retail services and recreation opportunities, traffic, accessibility of transportation, among others. 
Strife and Downey (2009) analyzed the places of the city that children and adolescents occupy according to class and race. They examined how class and racial inequalities affect children's contact with the natural world and exposure to industrial environmental risks. The authors identified the need for investigations into these environmental inequalities, including analyzing unequal access of young people to the environmental areas, as named by the authors (e.g., parks and green areas) (Strife & Downey, 2009, p. 115), and exposure to toxic pollutants.
Aarts et al. (2012) and Luz and Kuhnen (2013), in research about the interaction of children with the neighborhood, discussed how the socio-physical characteristics of their environment promote outdoor play and, therefore, contribute to health. 

In the research on quantitative and qualitative characteristics of the neighborhood related to outdoor play, Aarts et al. (2012) found that outdoor play is not presented at formal places for them nor is stimulated in parental education. On the other hand, informal areas were observed with a greater presence of children performing an outdoor play, for example, sidewalks. In that sense, traffic safety was identified as an important characteristic related to outdoor play. The researchers analyzed that their findings could contribute to encouraging projects of the independent mobility of children and the autonomous use of public spaces. It is also worth noting that the results of this study, while confirming the importance of the structural aspects of the urban environment, explained that its impact on children's independent mobility is at least partially mediated by parental perceptions and insecurities.

Luz and Kuhnen (2013) addressed the relationship of children in the city through the behavioral mapping of children in city squares and identified that the existence of a safe, diversified and flexible environment may favor physical activity and children's cognitive and psychological abilities. The authors emphasized that the characteristics of each space influence in various ways in which the child appropriates space and, consequently, in the type of interaction and in the choice of the plays carried out, which does not mean that these are the only determinants that interact with the play phenomenon. The research concluded that the availability and quality of the equipment present in the squares for children's play activities influence the way they occupy these spaces, the time they remain in each activity and the ways of plays. 
In general, these studies focused on the relationship between childhood and the city, considering how characteristics of the socio-physical environment "intervene in the behavior of children" (Luz & Kuhnen, 2013). It can be questioned if the conception of childhood that passes through this type of investigation associates the development of the child to a passive perspective. In addition, the studies emphasized physical elements, to the detriment of the social elements of urban spaces, which limits the understanding of the complexity of the problematic, regarding the conceptions of childhood and urban space.

The other studies (6) of this category focused on the subjectivation modes of the children in the city, in order to consider the particularities in which children occupy, express themselves, express opinions and give meanings to the spaces of the city in which they live (Clark & ​​Uzzell, 2002; Kuhnen & Silveira, 2008; Fiaes, Marques, Cotrim,  & Bichara, 2010; Laakkonen, 2011). In general, they problematized the view that children and adolescents do not fit the public spaces of the city.

The study by Clark and Uzzell (2002) was based on Environmental Psychology and was carried out by means of a questionnaire about the affordances of the environments of the house, the neighborhood, the school, and the urban center, applied to children and adolescents between 11 and 16 years old. The main conclusion of the study was that interest in social interaction or in privacy is one of the most determinant factors for the choice and use of these environments by children and adolescents. Personal relationships act as affordances for the interaction of the subject with the environment, for example, if the child/adolescent seeks social interaction, he/she will occupy spaces of greater aggregation, such as the school and the urban center. On the other hand, on the search for solitude, the preference will be in the occupation of spaces with less social interaction, like the house. Thus, this study contributes to the debate about the spaces of the city, the interactions that they allow or not, and that can motivate for social interaction or for privacy.

Kuhnen and Silveira (2008) studied the identity of children with their community. The authors debated this as the phenomenon of ghettofication, in wich the children showed identity with their community, but ignorance about other places in the city beyond the limits of their neighborhood.

The studies of this category about the appropriation of the spaces of the city by the children could be divided in two general types: those that focused the implications of the experiences of the children in the city, focusing on physical elements, for their individual development, and those that explored the processes of subjectivation of children in the city. On the one hand, the relationship between children and the city is seen as worrying due to the emphasis on the negative aspects of this relationship (i.e., socioeconomic inequalities, territorial violence, etc.), which has repercussions on a conception of a childhood marked by vulnerability and passivity in relation to the society.

On the other hand, the studies whose focus was on the understanding of the processes of subjectivation presented reflections on the need to deconstruct the negative view about the presence of children/adolescents in public spaces as necessarily threatening and disturbing the order. 
3.5 Protection, participation, and appropriation of the city
Three articles were included in this category, published since the year 2000, being two studies produced by Brazilians and one by British researchers. The three were classified as ​​Psychology studies and had as theoretical reference the Vygotsky’s perspective (1), Environmental Psychology (1) and one of the articles did not present a reference. 

About the method, one of the studies carried out a literature review and the other three were empirical studies, based on interviews, focus groups, children's photographs (2 of them), participant observations and workshops about the city. 

In this sense, the analysis of interacting elements (protection, participation, and appropriation) was considered in the characterization of this category as the affordance of integrating methodological tools, producing and complementing multiple languages ​​on the child's protection/participation in the intersection with the appropriation of the city. In addition, the methodological design also contributes to the discussion about the active participation of children in the research.

Spencer and Woolley (2000) analyzed the Environmental Psychology literature on the needs and experiences of the children in the city. The authors problematized the common-sense view that public spaces should not be occupied by children because it inevitably leads to conflicts with adults using such spaces. They suggested that the urban landscapes should be constituted by the different articulated social spheres, including the integration between the different generations. The authors highlighted that children construct personal identity through place attachment, which implies in several questions related to the time provided for the children to explore the surroundings around them and develop places attachment, from the house to the street, the neighborhood, the institutions, the urban center, the whole city. 
Spencer and Woolley (2000) argued that children do not have time to develop places attachment due to the dynamics of the modern world and the intense urbanization of cities. They also discussed that children receive special attention as consumers in commercial spaces, being welcomed in this condition. On the other hand, they debate that there is the general discourse that it is dangerous for children to occupy public spaces. The authors argued emphatically that children's concerns about the dangers of the city are genuine and cannot be disqualified as a mere repetition of the opinions of parents or the media, highlighting a conception of childhood as a culture producer with their own opinion and subjectivity. They pointed out that children could be more involved in the planning of their cities. However, they considered limitations related to the reduction of the sense of community in modern societies and the exclusion of children in the collective spaces of the city. 

In addition to this literature review, two other empirical studies were classified in this category.

Cordeiro, Menezes, and Castro (2002) performed a focus group interview with children, through which the (re)construction of experiences in the city was debated. They aimed to analyze how children live and experience rapid urban transformation. The authors started from the conception of childhood and youth as ones who are excluded from participation in the debates about the destinies of the city and urban spatial changes. As a result, the researchers reported that the children demonstrated the ability to critically analyze their experience in the city and to point out aspects that they consider particularly difficult in this experience, as well as to propose ideas for urban improvements. The researchers discussed the ambiguity of the concept of the street and the public space, since the same urban spaces appeared sometimes as a place of play, fun, and protection, and sometimes as a place of violence. The side streets and the streets where the flow of vehicles is not very intense were considered suitable for the plays. The house was perceived as the place where children consider themselves sheltered, mainly because of parental protection. Institutions that provide extracurricular activities, places in the city where they meet friends and enjoy security, where they like to stay, often more than at home or on the street, were pointed out as intermediary places.

Schwede and Zanella (2013) sought to understand the meanings attributed by children to the relationships they establish with the city. The researchers emphasized that children recognize that there are circumstances in which they are socially excluded. The children who participate in the study showed it by criticizing the fact that they live in peripheral neighborhoods with difficulties in accessing some basic rights (e.g., basic sanitation). On the other hand, the children demonstrated the benefits that the neighborhood offers to its residents. 

These three studies concluded that children’s urban space use is limited mainly due to socioeconomic and age conditions. The conclusions problematized the idea that public spaces should not be occupied by children because streets are a dangerous place to them and because young people are a source of disturbance of the order when they are in the streets. In this debate, childhood and street appear as articulated categories, because the idea of ​​childhood makes the street appear as an insecure space. The dangers of the streets would be physical (e.g., heavy vehicle traffic, pollution) and social (e.g., crime, violence and hostilities). Thus, these papers sum to the debate the social place of the child in the city. Children occupy consumer positions, they relate to the city through media spaces rather than face-to-face, they are understood as an unrecognized social group, but they claim their place as subjects of rights. 

The studies discussed here demonstrate that there are temporal and spatial limitations in children's use of the city — how long they can stay in public spaces and what are these accessible and permissible spaces to them. This category of studies considers in relevance the social inclusion-exclusion dialectic in the coexistence between belonging and insecurity in the child's relationship with the city. 

It was also pointed out that the development of the child's personal identity is intimately related to the construction of his/her attachment to the place, to their places of life. In developing this attachment, children gain autonomy and negotiate their mobility, through ways of resistance and subversion to the limitations and possibilities to regulate the use of public spaces by adults. With it, the researchers of this category pointed out that children and young people exercise their participation in the city and deny a passive relationship with their spaces. 

One of the potentials of these investigations was the idea that the opportunity for children and young people to participate in research on the construction of images of the city can promote in them resources of visibility for the construction or reconstruction of meanings to their experiences of the city.

The analysis of these papers suggested the need to broaden and renew the debate on the nature of the public space, problematizing the affordances of its democratization, through the integration among diversities, including age groups.

4 Discussion
The articles selected in this current review were published mostly in the last two decades, indicating an increase in the interest to understanding the lives of children in the cities related to the intense urbanization and implications for human relationships.
The categories that encompassed most of the selected articles were the protection and the appropriation of the city. The other two had a reduced number (two in participation, three in the articulation among protection, participation, and appropriation of the city). This result suggests that studies on the child-city relationship have focused on one or another relational aspect, with little investment in the articulation among protection, participation, and appropriation of the city.
The discussion on child protection in the city and its care needs, present in most of the papers, may indicate an adult-centered view that limits the analysis of the potentials of children and young people as active subjects in the occupation and transformation of their spaces.

The way in which the studies discussed the child-city relationship informs: a conception of the city, influencing child development, sometimes promoting positive experiences and sometimes provoking developmental "inadequacies" and mental health problems; negative consequences for the child's interaction when much restricted to internal environments, such as home and school. These studies that address the urban-childhood relationship in its negative aspects, especially about the implications for child development, indicate the need to deepen research to advance the debate on children's vulnerability and on urban childhood in more complex perspectives. 

It was noticed a significant difference between two conceptions of childhood, adolescence and urban. On one hand, approximately half of the studies (52.5%) are based on negative stereotypes and on the need to organize and control public spaces. On the other hand, another half of the articles (47.5%) work with transformative approaches that value the empowerment of children and adolescents as subjects in conditions of equity of interaction and action in urban communities.

This apparent dichotomy revealed an issue pertinent to the peculiar condition of childhood. While the child is dependent on the care of the parents or guardians, it must have some autonomy to be able to develop in the experiences of collectiveness, which today are concentrated mainly in the school institutions. Children's mobility opportunities in the city are at the same time controlled by the adult caregivers and negotiated by the children, but the affordances of negotiation vary according to the physical, social, economic and cultural conditions of the family, their home, their neighborhood and their city.
In this perspective, the studies reviewed provoke the pertinence of not neglecting the potential of interactions between children in the negotiation of conflicts with adults, power or age relationships, in the debate of protection, participation, and appropriation of the city.

In the case of research based on a conception of urban as hostile and risky spaces, a conception of childhood as vulnerable has been observed and its development can be prejudiced in contexts considered disadvantageous, characterized mainly by the socioeconomic conditions of the population of the territory, and a conception (characterized by high levels of poverty and crime), also in the socioeconomic condition, and that represents behaviors threatening order and collective health (delinquents, impulsive, vandals). According to Rosemberg (1994), the construction of an imaginary that associates images of poor childhood and youth with abandonment or family pathology is stigmatizing and often effects on exclusionary public policy proposals, reinforcing processes of social exclusion. In case of the child-city relationship, it reinforces the limitation of child mobility in the urban environment.
The studies also focused on the way children and adolescents perceive urban spaces, especially the neighborhood in which they live and are based on the idea that the local community is one of the first spaces for the development of sociability after family and school. In general, the results showed that children perceive the neighborhood as better to live when they cultivate friendships in the neighborhood and when they can play safely in the street, due to the presence of physical elements safe in the environment, social elements or both. 

However, there are still few papers that understand the affordances of children exerting an active influence in the organization of urban spaces, either because they take the concept of a child as a person who requires care, or because they consider the city as a static place, whose changes occur beyond everyday relationships. 
The ways of understanding the urban implied theoretical-conceptual tendencies of the studies. In general, the Western reality of intense urbanization was presented in the present times, which was understood as a phenomenon often limiting and excluding children in the spaces of the city. However, this literature review found that some studies have argued that it is through attachment to the place and feeling of belonging that the human being develops his/her personal identity. Thus, the problem exists structurally in the fact that the current conditions of intense urbanization have hindered the affordances of development of the personal identity with respect to its environmental/territorial aspect. Children have been directed to consumption and media spaces, which presents them a city in which, often, their neighborhood or region are attributed pejorative characteristics, and in which spaces are inaccessible to certain social classes.

In the interaction of the child in the city, the dialectical relationships are evident between danger versus security; fears versus curiosities; interaction versus seclusion; agitation versus calm; green spaces versus built spaces; inclusion versus social exclusion; belonging to the place versus social and spatial marginalization; be at risk versus being the risk.
It is important to reiterate that some studies have demonstrated the potentials that participatory methodologies present for the development of successful practices of participation of children and young people in their demands in the city.

In addition, the importance of interdisciplinarity is analyzed due to the complexity of the theme. Although this review focused only on Psychology, it was observed that the theme involves issues of both childhood and children, as well as planning, organization and urban territoriality, as well as physical, social, economic and cultural elements and conceptions about participation, protection and age relationships, which necessarily requires interdisciplinary analysis.

5 Conclusion
This review contributed to the understanding of the child-city relationship. Two main aspects of approach the theme in Psychology were highlighted: one focused on the perspective of the need for care and protection with childhood and the implications for child development; and the other based on the perspective of the child as a social category, citizen subject, mostly excluded from urban negotiations, whose participation must be widely promoted. It was shown that the debate about the city in relation to childhood and youth is permeated by the understanding of children's abilities, their affordances for autonomy, their protection needs, and their potentials to participate in negotiations and decision making.

There were few studies that discussed the theme in its complexity, considering the interaction between different elements — physical, social, age, cultural, economic, and the aspects of participation, protection and appropriation of the city. They demonstrated the pertinence of analyzing the theme by multiple methods, primarily considering the participation of children in research. The debate about how children are included in the investigations about their relationship with the city still needs to be deepened. Several studies reiterated the importance of more participative methodologies for the children.
The articles in this current review showed that research on this theme in Psychology has presented a vision of human being and living spaces that provoke the need for questioning through transformative and empowering approaches of children and young people as subjects in conditions of interaction in urban communities. 

Although this literature review contributes to the knowledge about how the Psychology approaches the child-city theme, there are some limitations. One limitation was that the search for the bases was made at the end of 2017 and the beginning of 2018, not including the whole 2018 year neither 2019. Another limitation was the non-performance of a peer review, which could have contributed to the refinement of the categorization of the papers in its main characteristics. 

In conclusion, the findings of this review indicate that the child-city theme requires more dialogues between Psychology and other fields of studies such as Geography, Architecture, and Urbanism, Sociology, Anthropology. Interdisciplinary studies may advance our knowledge of the complex child-city relationship, considering the interaction among protection, participation, and appropriation of urban space. 
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