To
Dr. Edil Torres Rivera 
Editor
Interamerican Journal of Psychology / Revista Interamericana de Psicología


Dear Dr. Rivera

We are submitting our manuscript entitled "Why do Brazilian mothers use corporal punishment against their children? A risk factor analysis", for consideration of publication by the Interamerican Journal of Psychology / Revista Interamericana de Psicología. 
We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.
The aim of this study was to analyze the socio-demographic profile, history of violence and disciplinary practices of mothers who use corporal punishment (CP) against their children, as well as to identify the justification given by them to their aggression and possible variables associated with its risk. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This research was part of a larger project aimed at assessing the effects of a psychological program using technological resources to mothers who use CP against their children (Santini & Williams, 2017) and was supported by the following Brazilian grants: São Paulo Research Foundation (Grant #2011/02431-3) and National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (Grant #400943/2011-5). It was based on Projeto Parceria (Partnership Project), a Cognitive-Behavioral effort to teach parenting skills to mothers with a history of Intimate Partner Violence - IPV (Pereira, D’Affonseca & Williams, 2013; Santini & Williams, 2016; Williams, Santini, & D’Affonseca, 2014). 
We believe that this paper should be of interest to readers in the areas of corporal punishment, physical abuse, prevention of child maltreatment and psychological intervention. 
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to the first author at paollams@gmail.com
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript.
Sincerely,

Dr. Paolla Magioni Santini 
Professor – Pontificia Universidade Católica de Minas Gerais, Brazil 

Dr. Lucia C.A. Williams
Professor –  Universidade Federal de São Carlos, Brazil
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